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C. THE METRO MAYOR 
 
1. Overview 
 
1.1 The Metro Mayor is the directly elected executive leader of the Combined 

Authority. As well as being the Chair of meetings of the Combined Authority, 
some functions are conferred solely on the Metro Mayor. These functions are to 
be exercised as set out below. 

 
2. Procedure for decision making by the Metro Mayor 
 
2.1 Subject to decisions made under paragraph 2.2 below, the Metro Mayor (or the 

Deputy Metro Mayor or other Combined Authority Member acting under 
delegated authority) will make decisions only in the presence of a convened 
meeting of the Combined Authority. 
 

2.2 The Metro Mayor (or Deputy Metro Mayor) or other Combined Authority 
Member acting under delegated authority) may take a Metro Mayoral decision 
other than at a meeting of the of the Combined Authority convened and 
conducted in accordance with Part 4 of this Constitution only in the following 
circumstances: 

 
(a) that the decision will not be a key decision (as defined in paragraph 11 of 

the Access to Information Procedure Rules set out at Part 4B of this 
Constitution); 
 

(b) that the subject of the decision will not be directly related to transport or 
spatial planning matters; 

 
(c) that the decision will be made following consideration by the Metro Mayor 

of a full report by the relevant Officer(s) containing all relevant information, 
options and recommendations in the same format as would be required if 
the decision were a key decision; 
 

(d) that the provisions of the Overview and Scrutiny Arrangements (set out in 
part 4C) in relation to call-in, including the rules regarding urgent 
decisions, shall apply; 
 

(e) that the provisions of the Access to Information Procedure Rules shall 
apply; and 

 
(f) that the decision shall not be made until the Metro Mayor has confirmed 

his/her agreement by signing a Metro Mayoral Decision Pro forma which 
is set out in Part 3, Annex B 

 
2.3 All Metro Mayoral decisions shall: 

 
(a) record the considerations, options, recommendation and reasons for 

making the decision; 



(b) be in a log held by the Monitoring Officer and available for public 
inspection; and 
 

(c) be published on the Combined Authority‘s website; 
 
save that no information which is ‗exempt‘ or ‗confidential‘ as defined in the 
Combined Authority‘s Access to Information Procedure Rules shall be 
published, included in the decision notice or available for public inspection. 

   
3. Qualified decision making 
 
3.1 This means decisions that require the Metro Mayor to have: 
 

(a) first undertaken steps of consultation;  
 

(b) obtained the consent of a relevant Member of the Combined Authority; or  
 

(c) obtained the unanimous consent of the Members of the Combined 
Authority appointed by the Constituent Councils, 

 
as set out at paragraph 5 below, may only be made at a meeting of the 
Combined Authority convened and conducted in accordance with Part 4 of this 
Constitution. 
 
Please see the Voting Table Summary in Part 3 Annex A of the Constitution 

 
4. Delegation 
 
4.1 The Metro Mayor will 

 
(a) appoint one of the Members of the Combined Authority as Deputy Metro 

Mayor;  
 
(b) allocate a clear portfolio of lead responsibilities to each of the Members of 

the Combined Authority, who will act as a supporting and advisory 
function on their respective policy areas on behalf of the Metro Mayor and 
the Combined Authority. These will be referred to as Portfolio 
Holders/Members. 
 

(c) maintain and publish a scheme setting out where responsibility for the 
exercise of particular Metro Mayoral functions, if any, are delegated to the 
Deputy Metro Mayor, an individual Member (in which circumstances the 
procedural provisions above shall apply) or Officer of the Combined 
Authority or by joint arrangements with another Authority. 

 
5 Deputy Portfolio Holders:  
 
5.1 For each of the Portfolio‘ agreed by the Combined Authority, the Portfolio 

Holder will have the benefit and support of a Deputy Portfolio Holder. 
 



5.2 Appointment to the position of Deputy Portfolio Holder will be in accordance 
with a process agreed between the Metro Mayor and the Portfolio Holders 

 
5.3 The person appointed to be a Deputy Portfolio Holder should where possible 

be of a different gender to the Portfolio Holder for a particular Portfolio 
 
5.4 A Portfolio Holder/Deputy Portfolio Holder must not serve in any capacity, on 

the Overview and Scrutiny Committee, and by virtue of this statement it is to 
be noted that a Portfolio Holder/Deputy Portfolio Holder cannot serve on the 
Audit and Governance Committee. 

 
5.5 Deputy Portfolio Holders will have a standing invitation to attend all meetings 

of the Combined Authority.  At such meetings they will be entitled to speak but 
not vote.    

 
5.6 Unless stated otherwise, in a Combined Authority meeting, it is assumed that 

Deputy Portfolio Holders will be able to receive exempt papers and remain 
when exempt papers are being considered as part of a Combined Authority 
meeting. 

 
6. Functions 
 
6.1 Subject to the conditions set out in paragraphs 6.2 - 6.11 below, the following 

functions are general functions of the Combined Authority exercisable only by 
the Metro Mayor: 
 
(a)  the functions of the Combined Authority as listed in Part 2 of this 

Constitution, being: 
 

(i) Section H: Housing and Regeneration - functions corresponding to 
functions that the Homes England has in relation to the area of the 
Combined Authority; 

 
(ii) Section K: Transport - Power to pay grant; 
 
(iii) Section B: Transport Functions of the Constituent Councils 

delegated to the Authority, insofar as it relates to the functions set 
out in sections 108 (local transport plans), 109 (further provision 
about plans: England) and 112 (plans and strategies: 
supplementary) of the Transport Act 2000; 

 
(b)  the functions of the Combined Authority corresponding to the functions of 

other public bodies as listed in Part 2 of this Constitution, being: 
 

(i) Sections  
(1) G: Planning – planning applications of potential strategic 

importance and  
(2) I: Housing and Regeneration - Acquisition and appropriation of 

land for planning and public purposes; 
 



(ii)  Section F: Planning - Spatial development strategy (with the 
exception of (k));  

 
(iii)  Section J: Metro Mayoral development areas - Designation of Metro 

Mayoral development areas. 
 
6.2 The exercise by the Metro Mayor of the functions mentioned in paragraph 

6.1(b)(i), more particularly referred to in Part 2, G, requires the consent of the 
Member of the Combined Authority appointed by the Constituent Council to 
whom the application for planning permission was made, or the Substitute 
Member acting in place of that Member, to be provided at a meeting of the 
Combined Authority.  

 
6.3 In respect of the functions mentioned in paragraph 6.1(b)(ii), those in exercise 

of section 334 (the spatial development strategy), 335 (public participation), 
336 (withdrawal), 337 (publication) and 341 (alteration or replacement) of the 
1999 Act, more particularly referred to in Part 2, F(a), (b), (c), (d), and (h) by 
the Metro Mayor requires a unanimous vote in favour by all Members of the 
Combined Authority appointed by the Constituent Councils, or Substitute 
Members acting in place of those Members, to be carried at a meeting of the 
Combined Authority.  

 
 See the Summary Voting Table, Part 3 Annex A, which sets out the type of 

voting required on a range of functions and responsibilities.  
 
6.4 The Metro Mayor may only exercise functions mentioned in paragraph 

6.1(a)(iii), more particularly referred to in part 2, B, if:-  
 

(a) the Metro Mayor has laid before the Combined Authority, in accordance 
with Standing Orders of the Combined Authority—  

(i) a draft of the local transport plan,   
(ii) a draft of the local transport plan with any alterations, or  
(iii) a replacement of the local transport plan,  

 
stating that the Metro Mayor is proposing to exercise the Metro Mayor‘s 
functions under sections 108 or 109 of the Housing and Regeneration Act 
2008, and  

 
(b) the consideration period for the document has expired without the 

Combined Authority having rejected the proposal.  
 

6.5 The Metro Mayor may only exercise functions mentioned in paragraph 
6.1(a)(ii), more particularly referred to in Part 2, K if:-  
 
(a) the Metro Mayor has laid before the Combined Authority, in accordance 

with Standing Orders of the Combined Authority, a document stating that 
the Metro Mayor is proposing to pay a grant to one or more of the 
Constituent Councils towards expenditure incurred or to be incurred by it 
in relation to the exercise of its highway functions, and  

 



(b) the consideration period for the document has expired without the 
Combined Authority having rejected the proposal.  

 
6.6 The exercise of the functions by the Metro Mayor in respect of: 

 
(a)  section 9 of the Housing and Regeneration Act 2008 (acquisition of land), 

within those functions mentioned in paragraph 6.1(a)(i) and more 
particularly referred to in part 2, H (e); and  

 
(b) section 226 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (compulsory acquisition 

of land for development and other planning purposes), within those 
functions mentioned in paragraph 6.1(b)(i) and more particularly referred 
to in Part 2, I(a); 

 
requires the consent of all Members of the Combined Authority appointed by 
the Constituent Councils whose council area contains any part of the land 
subject to the proposed compulsory acquisition or Substitute Members acting 
in place of those Members, to be provided at a meeting of the Combined 
Authority.  

 
6.7 The exercise by the Metro Mayor of the functions corresponding to the 

functions specified in section 197 (designation of Metro Mayoral development 
areas) of the Localism Act 2011, within those functions mentioned in at 
paragraph 6.1(b)(iii), more particularly referred to in Part 2 J (a) requires the 
consent of all Members of the Combined Authority appointed by the 
Constituent Councils, or Substitute Members acting in place of those Members, 
whose Local Government area contains any part of the area to be designated 
as a Metro Mayoral development area, to be provided at a meeting of the 
Combined Authority.  

 
6.8  The exercise by the Metro Mayor of the functions corresponding to the 

functions specified in section  199 (exclusion of land from Metro Mayoral 
development areas) of the Localism Act 2011, within those functions 
mentioned in paragraph 6.1(b)(iii) and more particularly referred to in Part 2, J 
(b), in respect of any Mayoral development area requires the consent of all 
Members of the Combined Authority appointed by the Constituent Councils, or 
Substitute Members acting in place of those Members, whose Local 
Government area contains any part of the area to be excluded from a Metro 
Mayoral development area to be provided at a meeting of the Combined 
Authority.  

 
6.9 The exercise by the Combined Authority of the functions corresponding to the 

functions specified in section 202(2) to (4) of the Localism Act 2011 (functions 
in relation to Town and Country Planning), within those functions mentioned in 
paragraph 6.1(b)(iii) and referred to in Part 2, J (d)  in respect of any Metro 
Mayoral development area requires the consent of all Members of the 
Combined Authority appointed by a Constituent Council, or a Substitute 
Member acting in place of that Member, whose Local Government area 
contains the whole or any part of the area in respect of which  the Combined 



Authority proposes to exercise the functions, to be provided at a meeting of the 
Combined Authority.  

 
6.10 Members and Officers of the Combined Authority may assist the Metro Mayor 

in the exercise of the functions mentioned in paragraph 6.1 above.  
 
6.11 For the purposes of paragraphs 6.4(b) and 6.5(b) above,  

 
(a) the ―consideration period‖ for a document is  21 days beginning with the 

day the document is laid before the Combined Authority in accordance 
with the Standing Orders of the Combined Authority, and  

 
(b) the Combined Authority rejects a proposal if it resolves to do so on a 

motion—  
(i) considered at a meeting of the Combined Authority, and  
(ii) agreed to by at least two thirds of the Members of the Combined 

Authority appointed by the Constituent Councils or the Substitute 
Members acting in place of that Member, present and voting.  

 
6.12 For the purposes of the exercise of the general functions mentioned in 

paragraph 6.1, the Metro Mayor may do anything that the Combined Authority 
may do under section 113A of the 2009 Act (general power of Economic 
Prosperity Board or Combined Authority) as referred to in Part 2, P (d).  

 
6.13 Finance and budgeting functions that are exercisable by the Metro Mayor are 

as set out at Part 5 Sections A and B of this Constitution. 
 
6.14 Anything which, immediately before 8th May 2017, is in the process of being 

done by or in relation to the Combined Authority or by or in relation to a 
Constituent Council for the purposes of or in connection with the functions 
mentioned in paragraph 6.1, is to be treated as having been done by or in 
relation to the Metro Mayor.  

 
7 Metro Mayor’s Political Adviser 
 
7.1 The Metro Mayor may appoint one person as the Metro Mayor‘s Political 

Adviser.  
 
7.2 Any appointment under paragraph 7.1 is an appointment as an employee of 

the Combined Authority.  
 
7.3 No appointment under paragraph 7.1 shall extend beyond:-  

(a) the term of office for which the Metro Mayor who made the appointment 
was elected; or  

(b) where the Metro Mayor who appointed the political adviser ceases to be 
the Metro Mayor before the end of the term of office for which the Metro 
Mayor was elected, the date on which the Metro Mayor ceases to hold 
that office.  

 



7.4 A person appointed under paragraph 7.1 is to be regarded for the purposes of 
Part 1 of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989  (political restriction of 
Officers and staff) as holding a politically restricted post under a local authority.  

 
7.5 Subject to paragraph 7.6, section 9(1), (8), (9) and (11) of the Local 

Government and Housing Act 1989 (assistants for Political Groups), shall apply 
in relation to an appointment under paragraph 6.1 as if—  
(a) any appointment to that post were the appointment of a person in 

pursuance of that section; and  
(b) the Combined Authority were a relevant authority for the purposes of that 

section.  
 

7.6 Subsection (3) of section 9 of the Local  Government and Housing Act 1989 
shall apply in relation to an appointment under paragraph 6.1 as if the words 
―and that the appointment terminates‖ to the end of that subsection were 
omitted.  

 


